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I ntroduction

Intent statements are new information that isintended to help Code users understand the
reasons for Code provisions. They are published in the User’s Guide — NPC 2005,
Application and Intent Statements (only available on CD-ROM).

What isan I ntent Statement?

I ntent statements explain, in plain language, the basic thinking behind each Code
provision in Division B. In other words, they explain what might happen if the Code
provision is not satisfied. Each intent statement is unique to a specific provision.

Wording of Intent Statements

Intent statements use standard phrases that are repeated for every requirement. The most
common phrases are “to limit the probability that/of” and “which could lead to.”

Format of I ntent Statements

Sentence 2.2.7.2.(1) of Division B is used here as an example to illustrate the format of
an intent statement.

Text of provision: Brass or bronze pipe flanges and flanged fittings shall conform to
ANSI/ASME B16.24, “Cast Copper Alloy Pipe Flanges and Flanged Fittings.”

One of the intent statements for Sentence 2.2.7.2.(1) isreprinted here:

Intent Statement: In drainage systems or venting systems, to limit the probability that the
performance of brass or bronze pipe flanges and flanged fittings will fall significantly
below expectations, which could lead to failure of such flanges and fittings, which could
lead to leakage, which could lead to unsanitary conditions, which could lead to harm to
persons.

(Note: Thisintent statement applies to drainage and venting systems. There is another
intent statement for this provision that applies to water systems.)

An intent statement typically starts with the standard phrase “ To limit the probability
that/of” followed by a description of an initial consequence, i.e. what might happen if
the provision is not implemented as stated.
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In the example, if bronze or brass flanges or fittings do not conform to the referenced
standard, theinitial consequenceis:

-> the performance of brass or bronze pipe flanges and flanged fittings will fall
significantly below expectations

Theinitial consequenceis followed by the standard phrase “which could lead to”
followed by a chain of consequences resulting from the initial consequence. For
example:

- Tolimit the probability that the performance of brass or bronze pipe flanges and
flanged fittings will fall significantly below expectations, which could lead to:

e thefailureof such flanges and fittings, which could lead to
¢ |eakage, which could lead to
e unsanitary conditions, which could lead to...

The description of the chain of consequences is completed by the negative outcome the
Code attempts to prevent.

The NPC provisions aim to prevent two possible negative outcomes:
e harm to persons(illness or injury), and

e damageto buildingsor facilities.

Multiple Intent Statements

A provision may have more than one intent statement if:
e thereismorethan oneinitial consequence,
¢ thereis more than one negative outcome, and/or
e theprovisionislinked to more than one objective.

Recall the Code' sthree top-level objectives: OS Safety, OH Health and OP Protection of
the Building or Facility from Water and Sewage Damage. If aprovision satisfies more
than one objective, itsintent statements will be grouped according to the related second-
level objectives (e.g. OS1, OS2, OS3). In the electronic version of the Code and in the
User’s Guide, each second-level objective has a separate tabbed “window,” as shown
below.
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Intent 1: To limit the probability that
exposure to corrosive waste will lead to
premature failure of drainage systems,
which could lead to persons being exposed
to sewer wastes, sewer gases or toxic

fumes, which could lead to harm to persons.

7

OP5

:[F80-0P5]

Intent 1: To limit the probability that
exposure to corrosive waste will lead to
premature failure of drainage systems,
which could lead to the unwanted escape of
waste material, which could lead to damage
to the building or facility.
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Summary

The key points of this Module are:

Intent statements explain the reason(s) for each Division B provision.

The standard phrases used in the intent statements for a requirement are:
o “Tolimit the probability that” and
o “which could lead to”

An intent statement describes three types of reasons for the existence of a
particular requirement:

o aninitial consequence the Code aimsto limit,

o achain of consequences that could follow, and

o afinal negative outcome that is to be avoided.

A Code provision may have morethan oneintent statement. Intentsare
grouped by second-level objective in separate tabbed “windows’ on the
CD-ROM. It isimportant to review all intent statements related to a provision.

Code users should read intent statements to verify the reasons for Code
provisions. Thiswill help achieve acommon understanding and consistent
application of the Code.

Intent statements are not a legally binding part of the Code. Likethe
Appendices, they provide additional information.

Two products, available at www.nrc.gc.calvirtualstore/, contain the intent
statements:

o The Nationa Plumbing Code of Canada 2005 on CD-ROM includes the
User’s Guide — NPC 2005, Application and Intent Statements, with links
between the Code provisions and their intent statements and objectives.

o TheUser’'s Guide — NPC 2005, Application and Intent Statements
CD-ROM includes the intent statements and objectives attributed to the
provisionsin Division B but does not contain any Code provision text.
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