	PRIORITY POLICY ISSUES

	(policy advice required before work can be undertaken)



Code Development Priorities

	Rooming, Boarding & Other Shared Accommodation – NBC and NFC

In developing national code provisions for housing the standing committees generally considered the most frequently encountered arrangements of premises.  There however are other types of premises for which there are no specific housing provisions in the national codes.  Examples are rooming and boarding houses, group homes, student residences, bed & breakfast, housing for migrant/seasonal workers, children camps, etc.  A review needs to be undertaken of how the code addresses these situations.



	Care and Residential Care Occupancies - NBC Parts 3 & 9

The problems with regulating residential care facilities have been recognized for many years and a Task Group to deal with them has been approved in principle by the CCBFC during the last code cycle.  The establishing of this Task Group has been postponed because of workload associated with the Objective-Based Codes.  The issue is becoming even more urgent because of demographic changes and the diverging efforts by provinces and territories to find a solution.  Work should be undertaken to coordinate the development of the national codes and the regulatory needs of the provinces and territories in this area.   



	Renovation of Existing Buildings
The national building and plumbing codes apply to new construction and to major alterations to existing buildings.  More than 50% of the building construction activity is with the renovation of existing buildings and has led to the development by some provinces of regulations for the renovation of existing buildings.  The need and practicality of separate requirements in the national model codes for renovation of existing buildings should be investigated. 



	Retrofit / Rectifying Unsafe Conditions (related to fire) in Existing Buildings – NFC Part 2
The NFC currently addresses the correction of unsafe conditions related to fire that may have arisen over time, as well as the establishment of a minimum level of fire safety in existing buildings.  The majority of these general requirements are in Part 2 of the NFC.  In their current form they however are difficult to enforce and require extensive evaluation.  The objective of this recommendation is to give to fire officials the means to rectify unsafe conditions related to fire in existing buildings.  The development of an acceptable set of requirements in the NFC should be considered in the context of the general move to restructuring the National Fire Code.  



	Harmonization of Technical Differences between Provincial and National Codes

Over time many jurisdictions have introduced technical variations to the national codes to better meet their specific needs.  One of the goals of the new integrated code development system is to reduce the need for provinces and territories to amend the national codes for use within their jurisdiction.  While the greater input of provinces and territories will likely contribute to achieving this goal in the future there currently are significant variations between some provincial and territorial codes and the national codes.  Work should be undertaken to identify and resolve existing differences between the national model codes and provincial and territorial codes. It is recommended that the first step is to develop a protocol on harmonization between CCBFC and PTPACC, and that with that protocol mechanisms, committees and resources be put in place to carry on this task.  
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